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Exploring Enslaved Life at Monticello 

Audience
Grade levels

 3-5 6-8
Subject
Social Studies

Topic
Enslaved Life  at 
Monticello 

Guiding 
Questions

1. What was life 
like for members 
of the enslaved 
community at 
Monticello?

2. What kind of work 
did members of the 
enslaved community 
do?

3. How was life for 
members of the 
enslaved community 
different from the life of 
Thomas Jefferson? 

Background 
Knowledge

Who is Thomas Jefferson? 

What is slavery? 

Content 
Topics

1. United States History
2. Slavery in the United States
3. Agriculture and farming 

Student 
Engagement

Students may complete the resource kit alone or in groups. The 
resource kit should take between 45 - 60 minutes to complete. It can be 
completed as a whole or in parts. 

Handouts for student engagement are found in the Student Materials 
section of the resource kit. 

Other Notes
(Supplies 
needed, 
independent vs. 
whole class 
engagement)

The additional resources of some activities features additional links and 
information. 

Handouts for student engagement can be printed or completed in the 
resource kit. 

If you have any questions or comments about this resource kit, please 
contact Monticello Digital Learning at digital.learning@monticello.org.
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